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will be rejected. This hasty expedient would not
have been a substitute equal to their wants. Bat
you must feel how much so many variations will
diminish all confidence in the subaltern and con-
cealed administrators, who act instead of ministers;
and how every circumstance concurs to render a
prime minister necessary. Nothing seems deter-
mined on except a desire to change. There is no
system; for I cannot call the vague desire of
easing the people by that term; nor any regular
plans, formed from knowledge, examination, and
reflection.

None of the difficulties, for example, had been
foreseen that arise from the suppression of the
monopoly and administration of tobacco, which
afforded an asylum to twelve hundred invalids,
army subalterns, and even lieutenants. These
invalids must live, and be maintained by the
King. Nor is this all. Shares in the tobacco
company originally cost a thousand crowns, and
brought in eleven per cent.; the price afterwards
rose to fourteen hundred crowns. The contract
granted by the late King was to be in force to
the year 1793. Should the King buy in theseents are to take placelsely, held up as tne mirror of wisdom, and the
